
GENESIS 11: THE “BABEL” INCIDENT
Today’s Passage: Genesis 6-9
INTRODUCTION & OBJECTIVE:
The Tower of Babel tells us something about human pride and God’s response. Today’s questions explores further into the story. The objective is to discuss: Is what God did to people in Genesis 11:1-9 a curse? Or is it an improvement of human condition?
FOR STUDETNS: SMALL GROUP WORKSHEET
Read Genesis 11:1-9 and explore the following questions:
Familiarizing the Story
1. What did having same language cause for humankind to do?

2. How high did they try to build themselves? (v 4) How high was the building for God? (v.5)
3. What was God concerned about, according to Genesis 11:6? What were the people trying to “make possible”? Does God hate skyscrapers?

4. What did God do in response? What was the result?
Search for Meaning
5. Why was it wrong for the people build the tower of Babel? In other words, how does this contradict God’s will for the humanity? (Refer to Genesis 1:28) What did the people do instead?
6. In your own words, what does it mean for people to “make a name” for them selves as described in Genesis 11:4?

7. What was God’s solution to this problem? Was this a curse?
Today’s Reflection: Translation for Encouragement, Challenge, and Application
8. How does the “Tower of Babel” mentality still at work in our lives and society today? (As an individual and as a society) How can church be a community that honors God’s will that reflects today’s passage?
FOR TEACHERS:

This is primarily for engaging those who teach, and not necessarily for the students. The purpose of this portion is for the teachers to look at the passage in larger context of the Bible and to encourage theological reflection.
The Main Idea
For today’s passage, most of the biblical scholars’ teaching is about pride and how God breaks people’s pride by stirring language confusion. However, I believe there is more to this. Biblical teaching often is more about living out outward faith, rather than upward faith (making a “name” for myself/ourselves) – God’s love is to be filled throughout the world, rather than seeking selfish benefit for an individual and a particular group.
The Questions: The following are how I would address the questions. Feel free to consult them.
1. To settle and be comfortable (v. 2); to build the building to build themselves up, “make a name” for them selves (v.4); and to gather, instead of scattering to fill the earth (v.4).

2. Apparently, they were building with the goal of reaching the divine space, but God had to “go down” to see what was going on.  This traditionally was seen in a humorous way.

3. I don’t think God takes issue with skyscrapers. I think God is more concerned with people trying to “make a name for themselves” by gathering and joining forces. Joining forces in and of itself isn’t the problem.  The problem is the purpose of it. Explore the further meaning of this in the next sections.
4. God’s confuses Language. This results in “scattering.” Explore further meaning of this in the next sections.

5. In Genesis 1:28, God’s instruction was for us to “fill” this earth and to take care of this planet. God’s will is, it seems to me, that the world filled with all creation glorifying God.

6. Making myself/ourselves famous. Making myself/ourselves at the top of the rank. “Rankism”
 in society can divide those who are important (somebody) and those who are not so important (nobody). God alone is to be famous. The notion of glorifying God’s name in all the earth is all over the Bible – which is one of the main purposes of humanity. God didn’t create us to worship us. God created us to worship God.
7. In my opinion, this is not a curse, but rather a temporary solution to reinforce what God first had in mind in Genesis 1:28. Speaking in tongue in Acts 2 is further reinforcement to have the early Christians to spread God’s love to people of different cultures and languages. In 1 Corinthians, Paul also reminds us that speaking in tongue isn’t primarily for personal benefit, but for common good of the community (the difference between “prophecy” and “interpretation”, which is for people, and “speaking in tongue”, which is for an individual). God turns the “Babel” into means of communicating Gospel in different languages and cultures in Acts 2. In my mind, in the grand biblical narrative, different languages can be seen as something that isn’t so negative. (see Revelation 7:9)

8. “Upward mobility” is something that is pervasive both church and society.
 In both contexts, we can strive to win in competition. We may try to “sell” ourselves and our products. For example, we might try to make a name for our church, praise team, or pastor as means of benefitting ourselves. Sometimes, by a way of doing this, we may even try to put others down and making others feel inferior to us. I think it’s important to distinguish the difference between faming ourselves and being loved: faming ourselves can be about putting ourselves first, while being loved is something that happens when mutual giving and serving is met without seeking selfish benefit. Matthew 20:16. We also build our forces through the power of affinity, by gathering people with common goals.  Sometimes this is good, but not when the majority doesn’t maintain concern for those in the margins. The Old Testament repeatedly mentions taking care of the helpless and the marginalized from the majority crowd. (orphans, widows and the old) Jesus came to uplift them. (Luke 4)
Some Thoughts
Some interesting things to consider for teachers… Due to lack of time I have available, I’ll be brief in the following mentioning:

· There is something puzzling about the “whole earth had one language and the same words.” (v.1) According to Genesis 10, we see the “Table of Nations” (Gen 10:32) – Noah’s phylogeny has many nations spread out.  Apparently, their languages were different. It might be that reading through the chapters in order might require some rearranging for coherent understanding of scripture. (I’m waiting for someone else to do this…)
· During Advent, we remember and anticipate God coming down to us – thus, “incarnation.” This is crucial in our understanding of our Christian faith.  The main understanding is that, for our relationship with God, we don’t climb up to God – God comes down to us.

· Another Christmas Reflection: “Scattering” has a missional sentiment.  Why is there a mission? In my mind, it’s because worship as described in Revelation 7:9 doesn’t yet exist. Starting from Gen 1:28, our faith has been about moving out. Again, Christmas was understood in missional language by the Latin/medieval teachers. Here are some things about mission:

· “Missio” (latin) means “send”, “sent”, etc… (The word missile comes from this)

· The ancients used “missio” to describe:

· Trinitarian “sending” community:

· The Father sends the Son (Christmas)

· The Father and the Son send the Holy Spirit (Pentecost event)

· The Triune God sending the believers by the power of the Spirit (from Acts to present)

· So, Christmas was the pinnacle of the missional movement of God. Christmas hymns, therefore are largely about spreading the Gospel.  Take for example:

· Joy To the World. This is about the Good News for all.  A part of the song says something about the Lordship going as “far as the curse is found.” That’s missional.

· Go, Tell It on the Mountain: “over the hills and everywhere…”

· The Old Testament faith was about loving neighbors and the meaning of neighbors was larger than the bounds of one’s own “clan.” We’ll see further into this.

· Missiological perspective really takes off from the beginning of the Bible. Next week’s passage, Genesis 12, will also have the “outward” mobility being discussed.
� Robert W. Fuller, Somebodies and Nobodies: Overcoming the Abuse of Rank,.  This book discusses the problem of ”Rankism” that encompasses power struggles that result in winners and losers/marginalized.


� Paul Metzger, Consuming Jesus. This book discusses the term “upward mobility,” explaining our consumerist culture that vigorously abuses self-centeredness and self-up-building, by creating the power structure of affinity (or we would call it “clicks”).





